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I was afraid that Protestantism, as a rule, was very broad,
very cold and inactive, and so far as practical godliness could

be estimated, one country did not appear to me to have much
preference over another,

**ls not Romanism making progress in Holland?1' ** Yes/*
I said: *s there are* 1 believe, some advances in that direction/*

44 Had we experienced any considerable measure of opposition
from the Church in what might be termed Catholic countries? "
I replied that while many priests watched our movements, and
set a careful guard on those of their people who might be in-
fluenced by us, some of the more philanthropic among the
clergy had manifested much interest in my Social Work, and
in some cases have expressed their warm sympathy with me in
other ways. And I could hardly say, either on the Continent
or elsewhere, that we had suffered more actual opposition from
the-Catholic than we had done from thp Protestant Clergy.

Gladstone asked if the Salvation Army had any measure
of success among Catholic populations, and being told that
it had, asked; 4* But what becomes of those Catholics who
come to the penitent-form? **

I replied that while some became Soldiers in our ranks, it
was quite a common thing for others, while regularly coming
to our services, to continue, at the same time, their attendance
at their own Church, and to assure us, with evident sincerity,
that they were striving to live better and nobler lives.

*4 They come to your penitent-form and then go to confes-
sion?0 1 replied, "Yes/1

"But how do they regard you?*' 1 remarked that it was
not unusual for the more thought ful and devout amongst them
to tell us that -we* ought to be Catholics. They considered us,
1 thought, to have much in common with Francis of Assist,
or perhaps with Madame Guyon and the mystic class of re-
ligionists.

The General spoke of the Importance of the experimental
aspect of religion, and how they looked on every man as
right or wrong with (loci, and, if he were not saved, said in
their hearts, '* Now is the accepted time, behold now is the
day of salvation." The Army, he said, was more success-
ful in dealing with the poor and ignorant than the comfort-
able and better educated. Gladstone replied that the il-
literate and unprejudiced condition of the poor was mentally
favourable to that simple obedience to the truth necessary to
salvation. He spoke of the wealth and habits and tastes
of the age being enemies of religion, and said with evident